











3. When difficult plowing conditions (frozen ground,
tough root system, etc.) are encountered the hitch
can be used to force the plow into the ground and
lTocked in this position. This prevents the plow from
rising up out of the ground.

4. 1In 1973-74, plows with floating hitches were mounted
on crawler-tractors in Wisconsin, Maine, Missouri
and New Jersey for field testing in these areas.
Feedback from these users has, with few exceptions,
been very favorable. 1In 1970, Michigan adopted the
floating hitch for use on all (approximately 150)
of its tractor and truck mounted fire plows. Most
plow units in the state are presently equipped with
the floating hitch. The fire plow is still the most
effective fire control tool in Michigan, and indica-

tions are that it will remain so in the forseeable
future.

One point that needs to be emphasized is the need for
comprehensive training in the use of the fire plow and floating
hitch. In recent years, some fire equipment has beccome so
sophisticated that it has exceeded the user's understanding of
how the equipment works. Thorough training will bring operators
up to the level of their equipment. Well trained operators
get more performance from their equipment and experience fewer
breakdowns. The Michigan plow, a highly refined piece of
equipment, has been tested and proven operational, but operators

need training to get maximum benefits and performance from the
unit.

Completed plans for the Michigan plow and floating hitch are
not included in this report as the plow bottom design is under-
going a complete revision due to the unavailability of commercially
manufactured parts. Another REC project (No. 29) is investigating
welded components for the plow to eliminate this problem. Complete
plans for the fire plow and hitch will be available from REC in
the near future.
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